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•ARTICLE BY THE SOUTH AUSTRALIAN PREMIER, MR. DON DUNSTAN, 
FOR "THE REGISTER OF INDUSTRY AND COMMERCE". 26.7.74 
South Australia's planned, vigorous approach to development enables 
us to maintain a congenial lifestyle while ensuring our reputation 
as the national pacesetter State. 
In 30 years we have moved from an economy very largely based on 
agriculture to being one of the nations major expanding industrial 
complexes. 
The State remains an important producer of primary products -
notably wine, wheat and wool.- and of minerals, but is now the 
most urban of the Australian states. 
Industrialisation has been dominated by the automotive and domestic 
appliance industries, which have made great contributions to its 
prosperity. 
These industries are, however, subject to/big swings in consumer 
demand .^They are often the first to be hit by changes in 
national monetary and tariff policies, outside the State Government's 
i-
control. U 
* * 
To reduce overdependence on these two industries, the Government 
encourages diversification of our production and markets. 
/ 
To do this, the Government has set up or has helped to establish a 
series of key agencies. 
s 
The Industries Assistance Corporation helps smaller industries at 
the early and often critical stage of development. It can make 
loans to approved firms, with deferred interest payments where 
necessary, or can take up shares in appropriate companies. 
The Development Division of the Ministry of Development and Mines 
has been expanded. It actively promotes the State as an industrial 
location, seeks out and assists firms which can be encouraged to 
locate here and provides a range of services to assist local 
industries to grow. 
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In addition, it seeks to diversify markets through a network of 
overseas trade agents and by pursuing joint venture and manufacture 
under-licence-proposals. 
The South Australian Housing Trust has a unique industrial 
premises project, through which it provides new industries with 
land and factory premises under attractive lease-purchase terms. 
The Industrial Development Advisory Council provides a very 
valuable channel for liaison with private industry. 
We have particularly sought to encourage industries which use 
a high degree of technology and skilled labour. To this end, 
we established the Industrial Research Institute to act as a 
channel to give industries access to research and development 
talents and organisations and to co-ordinate research problems. 
We also maintain active co-operation with other bodies such as the 
Industrial Design Council, the Australian Mineral Development 
Laboratories, our two Universities, the Institute of Medical and 
Veterinary Science, and branches of the C.S.I.R.O. 
The work of these bodies is supplemented by a range of highly 
skilled industries whose research and development achievements 
have kept us in the forefront of technological innovation. This 
high-technology orientation will continue to be of increasing 
benefit to the State. 
South Australia has many advantages making it a desirable location 
for industry. 
Our cost structure is lower than the eastern States. Industrial 
land is very much cheaper. The cost of essential services is 
highly competitive and our abundant supply of cheap natural gas 
is a decided benefit for many industries. 
Our record of industrial peace is dramatically and consistently 
better than any other State. Over the last seven years, days 
lost per 1,000 employees has been only half the national average. 
The Government is taking new measures that will promote continued 
industrial harmony. 
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Part of our good industrial relations record comes from the high 
standard and congenial style of living enjoyed in this State. 
We are determined to maintain this and we seek planned industrial 
development that will enhance it, not a haphazard free-for-all 
that will spoil it. It is important for industry, as well as for 
all our citizens, that Adelaide should not develop into the 
polluted, congested, sprawling, urban agglomerations to the East. 
We will keep South Australia a fine place to live and work. 
It is in this context that we planned the entirely new, uniquely 
Australian city of Monarto. In itself, it is one of the most 
exciting and advanced city development projects in the world. 
The new city will relieve the expansion pressures on Adelaide and 
provide South Australians with a series of alternative lifestyles. 
Similarly, with our designated decentralised growth areas, the 
"Iron Triangle" in the Spencer Gulf Region, and the "Green 
Triangle" in the South East provide for co-ordinated development 
on a truly South Australian basis. 
The $400m. Red Cliff petrochemical project will.provide the 
major stimulus to the "Iron Triangle" area. 
The programmes we are now implementing, I believe, will enable us 
to take the fullest advantage of the opportunities of the seventies. 
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South Aus t r a l i a — the most u r b a n of the A u s t r a l i a n Sta tes — 
con ta ins the thi rd largest indust r ia l c o m p l e x in the c o u n t r y . 
M a n u f a c t u r e is c o n c e n t r a t e d on the p r o d u c t i o n of m o t o r 
vehicles a n d c o n s u m e r goods . 
T h e State is also an impor t an t agr icu l tu ra l p r o d u c e r — no tab ly 
of wine, whea t and wool — and of mine ra l s . 
It is a b r o a d e c o n o m i c base f r o m wh ich to p l an f u r t h e r deve-
l o p m e n t , bu t o n e which is still ove r -vu lne rab l e to fluctuations 
in na t iona l d e m a n d (par t icu la r ly f o r c o n s u m e r goods) resul t ing 
f r o m cen t ra l g o v e r n m e n t policies. 
O u r presen t d e v e l o p m e n t s t ra tegy is based on d ivers i fy ing 
o u r p r o d u c t i o n and m a r k e t s t o offset , so f a r as is possible, 
these va r i a t ions in d e m a n d . 
W e a re do ing so by the . e n c o u r a g e m e n t of n e w skill industr ies , 
by b r o a d e n i n g domes t i c and fo re ign m a r k e t s and by reduc ing 
the impac t of the rural recession t h r o u g h indus t r ia l decen-
t ra l i sa t ion . 
Scviih Aus t r a l i a has m a n y advan t ages which m a k e it a des i rable 
loca t ion f o r indus t r ia l d e v e l o p m e n t . 
It o f fe r s a low-cost s t ruc ture , availabil i ty of industr ial land at 
compet i t ive prices, and low wage and salary levels in relat ion 
to the rest of Aus t ra l i a and a centra l geographic loca t ion . 
Gene ra l l y lower prices ensure f o r South Aust ra l ia a s t anda rd 
of living equa l to that of o t h e r States. O n e ref lect ion of this 
is h igher product iv i ty resul t ing f r o m fewer days lost in indus-
trial d isputes c o m p a r e d with o the r States. 
Sou th Aus t ra l ia has, in fac t , the best record of indust r ia l 
peace in Aus t ra l ia . We have 9.1 per cent of the Aus t r a l i an 
work- fo rce , bu t only 2.8 pe r cent of working days lost 
t h r o u g h o u t Aus t ra l i a are lost in South Aus t ra l ia . 
T h e South Aus t ra l i an G o v e r n m e n t is de termined to ensure tha t 
the present pace of d e v e l o p m e n t is mainta ined or acce le ra ted . 
W e are a l ready a research and deve lopment -or ien ted c o m -
mun i ty . 
C e n t r e s such as the two South Aust ra l ian universit ies, W e a p o n s 
Research Es tab l i shment , Aus t r a l i an Minera l s D e v e l o p m e n t 
Labora to r i e s , the Insti tute of Medica l and Vete r ina ry Science 
and Branches of the C.S . I .R.O. provide a solid base of pu re 
a n d applied scientific research. 
T h e work of these official and semi-official agencies is supple-
m e n t e d by a diverse range of highly skilled indust r ies such as 
I.C.I. , In ternat ional C o m p u t e r s , Texas Ins t ruments and Phil ips. 
S O L A Interna t ional , a South Aust ra l ian firm whose optical 
p roduc t s have won in te rna t iona l contracts, and Paton In-
dustr ies , m a n u f a c t u r e r s of scientific equ ipmen t , are local 
c o m p a n i e s whose success has been largely due to the impor t -
ance they place on research and precision work . 
G o v e r n m e n t ass is tance schemes have been f o r m u l a t e d to 
a t t r ac t deve lopmen t s of equa l va lue in the fu tu re . 
T h e South Aus t ra l i an H o u s i n g Trus t is e m p o w e r e d to p rov ide 
new industr ies with f a c t o r y premises u n d e r lease-back 
a r r a n g e m e n t s with gua ran t eed opt ions t o purchase . 
A n Industr ies Assis tance C o r p o r a t i o n has been set up to boos t 
sma l l e r industr ies a t an ear ly and o f t en cr i t ical s tage of 
deve lopmen t . 
It is able to m a k e non- repayab le grants for d e v e l o p m e n t and 
research to c o u n t r y industr ies , to lend money to indust r ies 
a n y w h e r e in the State with defe r red interest p a y m e n t s and 
t o take up a share in the equi ty capital . 
An Industr ies ' Research Inst i tu te , recent ly es tabl ished, p rov ides 
ano the r link in the wide ranging scheme fo r the p lann ing 
p r o m o t i o n a n d expans ion of indust ry in the State. T h i s b o d y 
will be e m p o w e r e d to m a k e gran ts f o r p r o d u c t r e sea rch in 
Sou th Aus t ra l i a where invest igat ion shows this is likely to lead 
to the expans ion of exist ing m a r k e t s o r the c r e a t i o n of new 
ones. 
These agencies are geared to s t imula te the g rowth of new 
enterpr i ses with a highly skilled technologica l c o m p o n e n t which 
promise f u t u r e benefits to South Aus t ra l ia . 
In addi t ion to encourag ing skilled technical industr ies , the 
G o v e r n m e n t has set in mo t ion a p r o g r a m m e which will give 
a massive boost to the Sta te ' s tourist indus t ry . 
W e have na tu ra l a t t rac t ions which rank with those a n y w h e r e 
in the wor ld . We are bui ld ing on this solid f o u n d a t i o n with 
a genera l up -g rad ing of hotel , mote l and r e s t au ran t faci l i t ies; 
the cons t ruc t ion (with G o v e r n m e n t assis tance) of an inter-
na t iona l s t andard tourist hote l and the e s t ab l i shment of a 
m a j o r p e r f o r m i n g ar ts cent re . 
These p ro jec t s are p lanned to m a k e South Aus t ra l ia a na t iona l 
conven t ion cen t re as well as a n impor t an t ho l iday region. 
An i m p o r t a n t aspect of this a r ea of deve lopmen t is the n u m b e r 
of jobs it will c rea te f o r w o m e n and young people with conse-
quent s t reng then ing of the Sta te ' s e m p l o y m e n t base. 
O n e of the mos t s ignif icant a reas of the South A u s t r a l i a n 
G o v e r n m e n t ' s i n t eg ra ted -deve lopment p r o g r a m m e is a con-
cer ted dr ive to expand and divers i fy o u r expor t marke t s , bo th 
in ters ta te and overseas. 
A ne twork of t rade agents and mov ing t rade officers feed 
back i n f o r m a t i o n to South Aus t ra l i an firms on t rade o p p o r -
tunit ies in Sou th -Eas t Asia, E u r o p e and the Midd le Eas t . 
Indust r ia l expans ion in the Sta te has recently been s t imula ted 
by the comple t ion of a na tu ra l gas p ipe l ine f r o m gas fields 
in the nor th of the Sta te to Ade la ide . It is an t ic ipa ted that 
con t rac t s will soon be finalised f o r the supply of n a t u r a l gas 
to the Sydney m a r k e t a n d that a c o m m e r c i a l oil field will be 
deve loped in the n o r t h e r n region. 
Th i s publ ica t ion will assist in fos te r ing o u r a i m s t o publ ic ise 
the Sta te and the advan t ages it of fers to bus inessmen and 
industr ial is ts in Aus t ra l i a a n d overseas . 
D O N D U N S T A N . 
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